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nth November

There followed a lull in the fighting, to be
succeeded by the last and fiercest of the German
attacks. But in the interval the British position
had been greatly strengthened. Strong points,
into which or round which the troops could rally
if they were driven from their trenches, had been
constructed a little to the rear of the front line.
The trenches themselves had made more effective
defence against artillery fire ; and though, on the
nth of November, a dense morning mist covered
the advance of the Germans no serious success
rewarded their effort. Yet the fighting was fierce.
It was the final effort of the Germans, and for it
they had massed more than double the British
strength. They had picked their best troops for
the attack, and it was pressed with all vigour.
But it was faced by troops as determined as them-
selves. In one or two places where the Germans
succeeded in penetrating the British front line,
counter-attacks, promptly delivered, drove them
speedily back. By evening the attack had been,
utterly defeated. The First Battle of Ypres was
over, and what was probably the last chance the
Germans had of winning the war was gone.
Thereafter they could only hope by victories in
the field to stave off their own defeat, even to
obtain a compromised peace.

The fighting died down. For a few days longer
the war-worn Corps remained in the trenches
it had so gallantly defended, and then it was